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HE Celebrated, Worthy and 
Rey: MF; IMEr en in 
his candid Defexte of the Lie- 
fulneſs, Excellency. and. Truth of the 
Chriſtian Revelapinn,” introduces his 
Controverſy with the Author of 
Chriſtianity as old as the Creation in 
the following Manner: „As Religion 
« is of the Higbeſt Importance to 
0 Mankind, free Debates about it 
« ought, above all Things, to be 
< encouraged.” Again, © I think 
it an ineſtimable Happinels that we 
© live not only in an Inguifitive Age, 
that will take nothing on Truſt, 
but in @ Land of Liberty, where 
“ Perſons may urge their Objections 
c againſt the Eftabliſh Fa Religion with 


„ much more Freedom than in many 
% mon 


PREFACE. 


e ozher Countries which are called by 
ce the Chriſtian Name.'--—-He further 


adds, © That the Books which for 


« 4 few Years paſt haye been pub- 
c liſhed in Mi, of J nfidelity have 


“ been of great Service to Chriſtia- 


e nity, by em ploying ſeveral (a) Ex- 


ce cellent Pens in its Defence, Who 
cc have ſet the Evidence of its Divine 


Light than ever,” 
. Theſe Conſiderations, an univerſal 


Charity, the very Touchſtone of 


; Chriſtianity ( (which I Ancerely profeſs) 


and the diſingenuous Conduct of 


thoſe, who have endeavour'd to per- 


| fade the unthinking Part of Mankind 


that DEISM and ATHEISM are the 


25 Things, 60 indue dme to n 
, tl 


_— 
} 2 


{a) 65 chis admirable | Book of Mr. F, fer” s, Dr. Gonpbeare' 5 


Defence of Reveal'd Religion, and the Biſhop of Londot' s 


Paſtoral Letters. 8 
6 } 4theift I ſtile him; for he's much the ſame, - 
| 992781 chuſing Deiſt's ſomewhat milder Name. 


See Rev. Dy. CINE s Poem on the four laft T, 1 


Part I. 


. 50 quite cat, the 22 ſtands confeſs'd. 
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"wy Authority i in a clearer and finenger 


See Ditto, Part IV. v. 5 


PREFACE 
this Summary Account of the Deifts 
Religion, to undeceive ſuch who had 

been lead into miſtaken Notions con- 
cerning that Sect, many of which are 
the very beff of Men, yet have the 
Misfortune to be branded with Arhei/nr. 
My great Deſire, on the other hand, 
of having the Meceſſity and Advantage 
of a Revelation ill more fully proy d, 
prevail'd on me thus publickly to invite 
ſome Able and Mafeerly Hand to the 
Confutation of the /eeming ſolid and 
indiſputable Truths of the E Tay on 
Matura Religion, as oppoſed to Divine 
Revelation, which, T am credibly in- 
formed bya Gentleman of great 1 
ing and Integrity, was penn'd by that 
Eminent Poet Jond DRYDEN, Eſq; 
But, be that as it may, whoever Ws 
the Author of it, *tis the 20 forti- 
dable Piece that ever. yet appear d 
againſt the Uſefulneſs of the Chriftian. 
Rial meant Tis wrote in a ve 
ere Style, with a Ready Calmneis 
and Sat, Penetration. and, has done 
| mee C 
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PREFACE. 


more real Hurt to Chriſtianity (as it has 
d many Proſelites of Importance) 


we all the 2zodern Writers of Inß- 


delity put together, and, what is ſtill 


more ſurpriſing, no one has hitherto 


endeavour d to demonſtrate the Fal. 
lacy of : thoſe Arguments, which have, 
ed Zoo ſpecious an Appearance; 


and, pethaps, ſuch a Taſk may re- 


quire even a (a) SHERLOCK: or a 


M Burrzx's Skill. 
If we conſider that the Afectation 


of ridiculing Religion or Blaſpheming 


(ever diſcourag d by true DEIST'S) is 


now the Prevailing, as well as the 
maſt pernicious, Faſhion yet intro- 


duc'd If, I fay, we reflect how / 
eagerly weak Minds catch at all Ob- 
jections againſt the Chriftian Scheme, 


and how diligent too many are in 


making! Peofelites and kit: away 
% = n en 
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3 160 Dr. Thimas W ep 6 of 8 ali 12 ; Auer of the 


bean Tank uſeful Diſcourſes on Prophecy, &c. 
| Butler, Biſhop of Bra, the julliebus Author of 


as ANALOG of, RE LIGION Natural 'and Reveal'd to the 
. Conftitution of Nature, 8vo. — AS alſo of ſome excellent 
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PREFACE. 
Men from a Belief in CHRIST, as a 
Thing wholly needleſs, we roult ſor 
the Meceſſity of an equal Diligence in 
true Chriſtians to defend the Honour 
of their Lok and Benevolent Mas TER, 
and not only to leave Men no real 
Ground, but even no Colour or Pre- 
tence for their Deſertion from him, 
who (a) jeoparded his Lite even urs 
Death R 

G0 forbid that any ip jak 
republiſh d ſhould tend to bis Dif- 
| honour, or be the Means of a Dimi- 
nution from ſo Glorious a Cauſe: 
The Goſpel can ſtand: the frifeft 
Scrutiny, as it has done ten Roman 
Perſecutions, and all the execrable 


(2) Nals of modern Rs) 


have 
) See Fudge s, Chap. v. V. 18. 

13 See Coll;nr's Scheme of Literal Prophecy, Se. e. bee | 
Paſſtran on Self. Murder, compos'd for the Conſolation of the 
Unhappy; an Infamous and truly 7 8 7 Book, much 
celebrated by the grave Libertines as well as by the young 
Spendthrifts of the preſent Age; and the more ſo, as tis vet 
| unanſwered. ------ See likewiſe the 74th Per/fian Letter in De- 
ſence of Suicide, Vol. II. Page 6, of the French Edition: 
Both which, I hear, have had very 'miſchievous Effects, a young 
Gentleman having lately ſtabb'd himſelf, '5 theſe Bogks being 
found open on the Table. 

Dr. Donne (the famous Dean of St. Paul wrote a Trea- 
tiſe on Self. Murder, admitting the Lawfulneſs of it in particular 


. which, I am informed, 855 n anſwered. - 
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Reader, which is, that he would 


Revelation, Mr. Apison's Evidences 


gether with his 7ne/f5mable little Trea- 


what no impartial Man can well deny, 


Volume. - Riſe and Progreſs of Religion, 12 mo. printed for | 


I have this only Requeſt to make my 


examine, with the ſame Attention that 
he peruſes this ſbreud Pamphlet, thoſe 


two excellent and conci/e Defences of 


of . the Chriſtian Religion, and the 
Rev. Dr. DoppRIẽVUGE'Ss (a) three 
Sermons on the ſame Subject, (6) to- 


tiſe, lately publiſhed, entitled, The 
Riſe and Progreſs of Religion. This 
is but a very reaſonable Requeſt, and 


unleſs he be as much bigotted to [nj;- 


| (a) Theſe three Sermons are the laſt of tex very ofeful 
Diſcourſes on The Poaver and Grace of Chriſt, printed in an 8vo. 


Waugh, 1745. „ RO 6 
(5) It.is to be wiſh'd at the ſame time that Millar's Hiſtory 

of the Propagation of Chr:i/ianity, 2 Vols. 8vo. was 2 atddeh 

conſider d as likewiſe Limborchi Amica Collatio cum Erudito 


Judæo. - VB. In the laſt Treatiſe (which may probably, 

be a confiderable Inducement for Infidels to peruſe it) are urged - v1 

 - the moſt weighty Reaſons againſt the Veracity of the Chri/tran 55 
Religion which I have yet met with ----- and indeed they are &: 

* allow'd to be ſo by all the Divines I have ever convers'd with +» 4. 
on this Topick. I cannot learn that this Piece of Linlorcb“s unco 
Arc 


s tranſlated, tho it 54 5h deſerves an Engliſh Dres. 
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delity, as he 0 


and have ſometimes been ſeornfully: 


5 Libertines, 


7 * E F A CE, 
ently exelaims aga 
others for their Bi gotry to Chriſtianity. 
I muſt confeſs myſelf incapublè of 
anf wering the forcible Arguments: of 
Mr. 3 s Eſſay, yet Tam not a 
Jot ſbaden by it in myChrifian Principles 
(nay, am daily more and more con- 
firm'd in them, by my conftant Pocket 
Companion, /-mall in its Bulk, but 
weighty in its Contents, the (a) Gentles | 
man's "Rel gion: * However, as many 
others, to my certain Knowledge, 
have been ſtagger d by it, and as 1 
myſelf have often been over born by 
8 Torrent of theſe” plauſible Ob- 
ons, ſtrongly inſiſted on by ſome. 
vertuous and well-meaning Dei; 
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umphed over by the inſufferabls. A 
ogance of ſome wilful and incun- 
equally: regardleſs. 

oA 8 2 75 as of the K Reli-. 
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da- The. Geske 4 - Religion: :has paſſed fie Editions" with: - 
uncommon Applauſe, and was compiÞd; b. WITS 
Archbiſhop of Tuam in Ireland, for the nſtruction of Genele- 


men in Natural as well as Reveal 'd Religion, : 
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 AREFAGE, 
gion ; Lam 1 to 4 it to ſome 
more able Hand, whoſe Remarks: may 
obably be highly. ſerviceable to Man- 
Kundl in general, and curb the Inſo- 
lence of Triumphant Libertines, tri- 
umphant only in the Mealigſs of their 
Opponents. -I am ſenſible how 
arduous a Taſk it is to confute fo 
maſterly a Pen as that of Mr. DzypzN, 
eſpecially where he has exerted himſelf 
ro the urtermoſt; and hope no Merce- 
nary Scribler, no Hot-Headed ſhallow 
Bigot, will arrempt it. Tis a Point 
of the urmoſ Conſequence to Man- 
"A kind, and highly deſerves the Atten- 
tion om Power of thoſe to defend it 
whom GOD has bleſſed with great 
Learning, Extenſeue Abilities, bene- 
volent Compoſure of Mind, and a 
generous Concern for the Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, which are in reality the 
moſt important Intereſts of Hu uman 
Nature, tho' they are not by many 
made ſo much as the Subject of 


E 128 
K 5 N. 5 


* 5 15 dire en heard'i it 100 el 


by the Adverſaries of Chriſtianity, 
that few of their Writings are fairly 
anſwer d, but that many of their 
material. Objections: are artfully evas 
ded, or paſſed over with a diſdainful 
Aſſurance of their being too dp 
to require a Confutation. 
Now, I apprehend Au chef 
eri onable Method of anſwering 
this Eſſay (which is very ſhort) © and 
indeed all Controver fa! Writings, 
would be this, © 2 print the OPPO- 
<©-WVEMW T's Book on one Side; and 
the RESPONDENT's on the 
other, ſo that the Anſwer to any 
particular Parapr ph might be imme 
diately turned to---— and the fu 
Scope of the Argument be diſplayed. 
Both Parties would then have fair 
Play ---- nothing would be conceal'd, 
and little Room would be in for 
2 . 
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PREFACE 


In Voluminous Works this might pro- 


bably enhance the Price too much, tho, N 


for my own Part, I ſhould never grudge 
that Expence. However, the ſame 
Method might be taken, by dividing 
the Opponent's Arguments into 
Sections, with proper References, and 
anſwering them Section by Section, ſo 
that 20 Parr of the Argument could 
poſſibly be evaded, the Reader would 
have proper' Places to breath at, and, 


on a little Diſpute in Converſation, 2 


any Circumſtance may be unden 
referr d to. 

This, and this N. 1b only en 
prevent Cavils, and may ruly be call' 


Layi ng the Ax 70 1925 _ Nous td 
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The moſt Iogenious and Learned 


* 


Dr. Taouas sros nnen, 


At his Houſe in Pall-Mall, 2 
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THE laſt Time I had the  Heppine of 
your Company,” it was your Requeſt that 

I 8 help you to a Sight of the Deiſts 
Arguments, which, I told you, 1 Bad ſometimes 
by me, but then had lent them out ; they are now 
 return'd me again, and, according to my Pro- 
miſe, I have herewith ſent them: Wherdby 
you'll - only find that Human Reaſon, like 4 
Pitcher with two Ears, may be taken on either 
Side. However, undoubtedly, in our Travels 
EE. - 


to the _ World, the common Road is the 
ase oft; ; tb Deiſm is 4 good Manuring of 
4 Mars Conſcience, yet, - certainly, if ſowed 
with Chriſtianity, it will * the moſt 


proflable c. 
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without Reſerve, 


SUMMARY AccounT. 
OF THE | 


DEISTS RELIGION: 


CHAP. J. 


The Deiſts Opinion of GOD. 


HATSOEVER is Adorable, Ami- 
able, and Imitable by Mankind, is in 
one Supreme Infinite and Perfect Being. 

Saris eft nobis Deus unus. 


— * 3 — — 


| | 0 H A P. II. | 
* e Concern; ng the Manner of Wi or ſtitping GOD. 


IRS 7, Negatively, it is not to be by an 
Image; for the Firſt Being is not ſenfible, 
but intelligible : Paint Sound, puts us upon an 
Impoſſibility; 


+0 See the Deifts Catechiſm * on Reaſon and Experience, 
collected by a Father for the Uſe of his Children, zd Edit. 
Printed for . Cooper, W Raw, 1739. vo. (Pr. 6d.) 
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2 fa) 
Ry 3 no more can an Infinite Mind be 
repreſented in Matter. 

Fecondly, Nor by Sacrifice; for $ ponſto non valet 
wt alter pro altero puniatur : However, no ſuch 
> o can be made with a Brute Creature; nor, 


God loves himſelf, as he is the higheſt Good, 


Qn any external Rite or Worſhip re- inſtate the 


Creature, after Sin, in his Favour, but only 
ee and Obedience for the future, end- 
in an Aſſimulation to himſelf, as he is the 
ipheft Good: And this is the firſt Error in * 
— Religions, that external Things, or 
pat Opinions of the Mind, can, - after Sin, 
N God. Hereby particular Legiſlators 
3 endeared themſelves, and flattered their 
Proſelytes into good Opinions of them, and 
Mankind willing ſubmitted to the Cheat; for 


it is more eaſy to live ſuperſtitiouſſy 1 juftly. - 


Thirdly, Not by a Mediator; for, -#, It is 


_ unneceffary,  Miſericordig Dei being ſufictens 


uftitia ee  24ly, God muſt appoint this 
ediator, and ſo was really reconciled to the 
World before. And 3dly. A Mediator derogates 


from the infinite Mercy of God, bg oh y as an 


Image does from his a and Mnity. 
Secondly, Poſitively, by an inviolable Adhe- 


rence in our Lives to all the Things Ovoes dixaidy 
by an Imitation of God in all his 1mitable Per- 


fections, eſpecially his . and believing 


ny of it, 


| TH. 


(is ) 


| c 1 A p. l. = 
0 Drage after this Li . 
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* the firſt Fatty RY is allo the firſt 
Principle of all Beings, hath but one Affection 
or Property, and that is Love; Which was 
fore there was any ſuch Thing as Sin. 
2d, At Death: he goes to God, one and the 
e Being, who in his own Nature for the Sins 
of the Penitent hath as well an Inclination to Pity 
as Juffice,” and there is nothing dreadful in _ 
whole Natare of God, but bis Juſtice, - 
Attribute. elſe being terrible. 3dh,. Infinke 
Por wer is ever f and need not reveng 
Self- Preſervation. 4rbiy, However, Veri if mils 
a, 1 ag Deo a 2 e . . 
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CHAP. 
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(4) 
CHAP. IV. 


The Probability of ſuch 4 Peiſt Salvation 
before the credulous and ill living Papiſt's. 
1 o be ſure he ie no Tdolator. ," The eu 
and the Mahometan accuſe the Chrijiians 


5 bay 


The Socinan the other Reformed Churches, | the 


Dei the Socinian for his Deus factus but none 
can accuſe the Diift of Ec meh for he only 
Atnowledges'one Supream Everlaiting God, and 
thinks magnificently of him. 
%, The Morality in Religion is above the 
Myftery in it; for, 1. The univerſal Senſe of 
Mankind in the Friendſhips Men make, | heyceth 
his; for who does not yalue good Nature, Sin- 
cerity and Fidelity in a Friend, before Subtilty 
of Underſtanding? & Regio & guedam, bun 
Des amicitia - An U nity of 5 and Will with 
God, that is che Root of the deareſt Friendſhips. 
Then, 24ly, it is an everlaſting Rule that runs 
through all Beings, Simile a ſimili amatur, God 
cannot love what is unlike him. Now, 34, 
here lies our Trial, here is the Scene of our 
Obedience, and here are our Conflicts with Our 
Paſſions; if this be true, then the credulous 
Chriſtian that believes Orthodoxly, but lives ill, 
rr 1 5 
-24ly, If the Dei, errs, he errs not like a 
Fool, but ſecundum Verbum, after Enquiry, and 
if he be fincere in his Principles, he can when 
dying appeal to God, Te, bone Deus, queſrot per 
enn. 1 E 


« 
„ + © * 


3 


Some 


C8), 


wa, . y . 
LK bs * 4 5 1 3 7 PA 5 
3 "v4 a 


Some bree, Rö 1 4 K 8.907 
1. N _— HE Grand: Aras of Relivion 3 
che Fyrbagoreans was, that the Object _ 
Divine Worſhip i is one, and inviſible; Plutareb 
eites this in the Life of Numa, as the Dogma of 
Fyrbugorus, and accordingly his F ollowers ned 
no Images in their Worſhiss. 
The Hearhens, notwithſtanding cheir parti- 
cular and Topical Deities, acknowledged one 
Supream God, not | Jupiter of Crete, 4 — the 
Father of Gods. and Men: Only they ſaid this 
Supreami God being of ſo high a Fature, and 
there being other Nee FS ne berwixt 
God and Mankind, they were to; addreſs, them 
ſelves to them as Mediators to carry up their: 
Prayers, and bring down his Bleſſings; ſo as the 
Opinion of the Neceſſi of a Mediator was the 
Foundation of the Heathen Idolatry, they could 
not go to the Fountain of Good itſelf. The 
Popiſh Religion ſtands on the ſame Foundation 3 
whereas the greateſt; Goodneſs, is the moſt acceſ- 
fibley which ſhews that Popery was 2 Religion; 
accommodated to the Sentiments of Mankind; 
from precedent Religions, and not to infallible 
Reaſon drawn from the eternal Reſpects of 
Things. / And Reaſon being the firſt Relation of 
God, is firſt to be believed, not depending. on 
doubefül Fact without us, but full of its Own! 
Ai ht ſhining always in us. 1178897 

/zdly; It was the common Senſe. 2 5 wiſeſt, 
bins, that Things were good antecedent 
to all Human Compacts; and this Opinion 
Pyrrho in Sextus Empericus argues againſt: 1 


Mr Hobbs hack of late revived i in the Word 
e C 2 | Fyrrbos 


 Reafbntbovethat of others, than to à Seryitude - 
of- their Reaſon to their own Paſſtons; which 


Dei themſelves; for they labour to have their 


Thing. This ap 


Hence is Grotins his- Beſcription of the Law of 
Nature, Lex ef, &c. The Law is a Combination 
the Virtuous to puniſn the Vicious, Here he 
- Obligation" mufk be lodged;? and this'ippears in 


12918 
3 


5 


herd) are 1 jate 


they will at firſt View, . — Deliberation, 
approve of and choſe alſo, Fuia. the Veneration 
of an Almighty 'invifibls- Being, referring of 


ourſelyes to him, with a {fat voluntas run 


Abhorrence of Breach of Contract irh Man; 
of a Lye, as a Violation of Truth; Io as, in my 
Judgment, | there is a Sanction arſfing from the 


Nature .of "'Things, * "before any Law declared 
dmeneR/ Ment That there is à generoſum hongftum 


Eid in af oor Souls is plain from the Epiourean 


Vices impated rather to A Superiorſty of their 


ſhews Vier s naturally eſteemed a baſs and low 

ars from the Legiſlators of the 
World, - _ ag" Nama, - \Zamottis, 8c; © HA Jove 
Principitiny; there the! y did begin, well knowing 
Human: Compacts AG too weak to balance and 


reſtrain the Paſſions of Human Nature; Offenders 


Preſuming to Eſcape unpuniſhed, and Tightly 


enough were all Laws but Fatman Comp aks, 


In. wo Caſes which ordinarily happen-m 5 


Life Foie. 2 'when khe Fact is unevident, or 


when the Magiſtrate is teo weak to puniſh, 


the Baty ts ef the Poets; in che Complaints of the 
Fhflefephers, and in the ſeveral Ages of the 


Werd ene the Manhers of Niankind for 


without 


to N eg a 
Underſtanding . ine 7 cur ſu m . - Bag as ſoon as 
ſed,” ſo are th . — ings good and Juſt which | 
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(7) 
wichout Vins God is only': b Many atnongft| 
on and no Man without it can hope well of 
od. | 
4h; Demag Plurarcb ſpeaking of Au idert 
Juftice, complains thus: Men have commonly . 
three Affections or Opinions of the Gods; the 
firſt, that they think them blefſed; the ſecond, 
that they fear them; and the third, that the 
reverence them: They account them bleſſed, 
becauſe they're Immortal; they fear them, be- 
cauſe of their Power; and reyerence them, be⸗ | 
cauſe of their Juſtice; vet of theſe three, Men 
moſt deſire Immortality, whereof our: Nature is 
uncapable: Alſo Power which dependeth upon 
Fortune, the only Divinity Man is capable of, 
they neglect and underyalue, in that God is 
| inimitable by us; and this is the Difference 
betwixt Corporeal and Intellectual Love. If the 
Object of my Love be external Beauty, a Perſon 
| 5 Face, that J cannot imitate; bu. if an Idea 
of Perfection, and Intellectual Beauty, that I may 
be affimulated to, and. partake of. Beſides the 
Soul in Intellectual Love ſuffers not With the 
Object it loves, as in a Corporeal Love it doth ; 
becauſe that its Object the Sovereign God never 
ers; and this is the chief true Converſion 
which frees us from all Evils, the Mors Philoſo+ 
phorum, which Porphery ſpeaks of. Others are 
rolled as upon Cylinders from one Appearance, of 
Good to another, and live in a perpetual Storm; 
for tis not the Change but the Choice * our 
1 8 5 that makes us hap PPS: | 
: 5ly, Antoninus ſays, 1 the Queſtion be; put to 
us, What is thy Art or Profeſſion? Our fas 
ſhould be, To be good; as God made the World, 
br ak his own Good: (*bo was infinitely befor 
1 before 


CE). 

before). "Th for his Creatures Good: So our 
Religion muſt neceſſarily be this, to do God t-o 
his Creatures; for therein we concur with — 

ul of God, and it is a grand Truth, very 
r the Immortal Deift to conſider, that Ay 

and Wickedneſs is but.a Denial and Diſowning w 
God to be the Supreme, Infinite Good; my 
Pride denies that he has ever been good to me; 
my Luſt believes the low and baſe Matter can 
wich its Pleaſures make me happier. than he can 
with all his Goodneſs; my Envy would not have 
him good to others, but would have him contract 

and ſhrink up himſelf. from his Creatures; and, 

afly, my Malice and Reyenge hates his Crea- 
tutes, if they be once imagined my Enemies, 
and would — hah thoſe whom his Goodneſs firſt 

and wo“, haye ill to exiſt. | 
And laſtly, Campanella in Bis Book: De 
rum, obſerves Ariſforeſem dicentem Deum 


non babere cum hominibus amicitiam Juoniam non. 
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'DEISTS RELIGION 


A CAUSE of all Things, which we term 
0D, has farnifhed his Creatures with fuck 
Guides' as may beft conduct them to the ſeveral 
Ends of their Beings. 
other Animals, which we generally Hold inferior 


direct chem to- All chat is neceflary for them. 

8 er y welt rey r ran Log ha if | het 
go not a preſent t 

Sabfiftence and 5 — Al which pres 

not beyond the + | becauſe. we can _diſcoyer 

noother End of thei Being (except, what Sg 
has found out in their Deſtruction] but 


by Propagation; and te a Mind is fuffcient. 
But in Man we (at teaft) difcover a farther 


and noble End. Nature therefore muſt. have 


given him another and a more. ſufficient: Guide; 
for the Mind of Man (the chief Ingredient of 


his ror qr. is not bounded by preſent 
which Infin# alone would ſerve. 


| Farr has a. a Share in its Thoughts, and 
is 


| ATURE, or chat Sacred. and Supreatt 


To the Birds, Beaſts and 
to Mankind, he'gave INSTINCT, 5 ſufficient to 


Aon dat Being by "Food, vg os reſerve it 
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its Facukies vin be :employ'd wich a Care of 
thoſe Things that are to come, from whenee it 
* derive not only Advantage, Iatereſt and 
ä for the Body, but alſo Improvement, 1 8 6 
Pineſs and Tranquility for itſelt. 

But the Things from which the Mind "muſt 
\pather, and: of which compoſe all theſe, are ſo 


Feaſt in Number, and fo various and obſcure in 


their Natures, that, without the Help of a very 
good Guide, it may make a Collection of Poiſons 
' inſtead of Mediciges,: and reap its Deſtruction, 
not Satisfaction: But the Omniporent CAUSE, 
that had fo well furniſhed Brutes, left not che 
Mind of Man withont its Director in this Mane 
and Lottery of Things; he gave it Reaſon, a8 ies 
Sovereign Rule and Touchſtone to examine em 
by, and to fit our Choice to our double Adva 


pf Body and Mind. Reaſon is the Light, thar 


brings Day to thoſe: Things, that will eontribute 
to, or oppoſe our Happineſs; wicheut which we 
ſhould in vain grope in the Dark; and We mond 
owe entirely to Chance what wWe Obtaimd. 
is true, Reaſon is not ſufficient to Acre us to 
O pertect Knowledgs of all Things, but tis able 
furniſh us with enough to make us happy, and 


chat is ag much as we need care for. There is no 


ceffity of our Skill in the inmoſt Nature df 
Ing but there is (ſince We are ordain'd to an 
Eterfity of Continuance) that we ſhould know 
bor to make Eternity happy, ſince its Being ſo 
ends on ourſelves; and fince ſuch a Knowledge 

18 abſolutely neteffary, I can diſcover nothing 
"= Can give it us, bur our g e ene Guide, 
N Eso N, theighsrs, bei the Supreme And 

- Primitive Director of e'ery Man, to/ infringe its 
D LEW 
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Liberty of directing, is to invade the common 
Charter of Nature, and every Man's Right and 
Property; ſo that thoſe that do ſo, are juſtly to 
be look'd on as the Enemies of Human Kind. 
But how that Character agrees with the Fiery 
' Glory of the Zealots for Religion, I cannot com- 
prehend, unleſs they can demonſtrate, That 
Religion and Nature are directly Oppoſites.” 
I am not ignorant that they pretend their 
Severity againft Heterodox Books (that is, all that 
_ deviate from their Opinions) is the Effect of their 
_ Zeal for the Good of Mankind. But then they 
cannot deny but that they made rhem/elves the 
Judges of that Good, and ſo make their Opinion 
the Standard, Sch” is too particular for what 
they would have of ſo uniyerfal Extent; and will 
afford us no Refuge 185 they ſhould lead us into an 
- jo which we may hereafter find, (unleſs they 
deny thar the o can be deceived) and if they 
| ſhould do ſo, then may their Univerſal Imaginary 
Good prove, 5 Real and Univerſal Evil. 
If they would have us believe, that they hold 
every Man muſt be faved by his own, not ano- 
ther's Fuith; they muſt grant every one the 
Liberty of believing and profeſſing what his own 
| Kaen ſhall direct him; and that*tis a Crime to op- 
poſe this Liberty, [mean by indirect eans, för I haf 
never quarrel at Reaſon, if they can produce any. 
I muſt tell theſe Fiery Bigots, that their Practice 
and Doctrine being ſo contradictory, gives 2 more 
- effectuat Blow at Religion, than all rhe Attempts 
_ of. profelled At beiſs; for when. theſe claſh, they 
give 245 great Grounds to ſuſpect a Trick jn the 
Who 14 $20, when, fo eſſential à Birthright af 
each, Man is in Ae, © ic. mult improve "choſe 
37% uf Mo 
Suſ LN CET 59, cauſe ': 4 narrower 
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FEnquiry into Things that might otherwiſe paſs 
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unregarded. | 9 1 
We ſhould not have ſo great Cauſe to reſent 
this Severity, if we might ſay of Religion and 


Eternity, as Pliny ſaid of Providence, —Kidiculum 


en agere curam rerum humanarum, Yuicquid eff 


Summum; ſed credi uſui eff Vitæ.— That *twas 
meerly a political Trick for the Convenience of 


Government and Human Life. Then indeed it 


would be ſomething pardonable in theſe Gentle- 


men, that patronize the Fire and Faggor fo 
vehemently, to ftrive with ſo much Ardour for 


reducing all to their - own Fancy. - Then the 
Prophanation would not be great, of making 
what they really beliey'd a Chimera, ſerve a 


Turn, and compliment a F action or any Intereſt. 
I will eafily excuſe the ancient Founders of 


have, as Credentials of his Divinit x and a Right 
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gf Religion ought to be ſacred, and beyond the 


— 


(614) 


| flances 10 pain, em nereffary Credit, 25 one 
(among ſeveral others) in thoſe Marble Records 
found in the Temple of /Eſculopius in Rome, vir. 


n thoſe. Days there was an Oracle. delivered. ta 


ane Caius, that- was Blind, that he ſhould come ta 


the Sacred Altar, and kneel down, and ſhould then 


£ = 


go from the right Side to the left, and place five 


gers on the Altar, and lift up his d. and 


Fu icon bis cn Eyes: Ii hieb done, be plainly ſaw 


in the Preſence of all the People, who congratulated. 


' "the Cure, that ſuch great Miracles fhoyld be 
| performed under our Emperor Antoninus, : 


© TheCircumſtancesof this were very remarkable, 
and there i nothing but the Blind Man himſelf 
that could carry on the Impoſture, in pretending 
2 Cure of a Diſeaſe he did not labour with, and 
for the Glory of their Gods the Romans always 


found ſome that would atteft the higheſt Improba- 


bilities by Authority, to influence the People with 
an Awe; as he that ſwore he ſaw Komulus 


aſſum' d into Heaven, in that Senate that had been 


the Authors of his Death; but they were willing 


to grant him Immortality, and Deity aboye, to 


be rid of him there, and at the ſame time give the 


People a Veneration for their Princes, when they 


ſaw they paſſed from goyerning them to be 


But to return from this Digreſſion, I could 


pardon theſe Hearbens, becanſe they had na 
Opinion of the Sacredneſs of what they impoſed, 


and beſides fear'd to truſt Mankind with their 


eaſon, left they ſhould diſcover the Impoſture, 
But among Chrif#ians, whole Opinions in Matters 


Pr 


| our Liberty of Judging is too Arbitrary for 


IJ cant blame em; but if, with us Deifs," tl 
believe Religion and Eternity a Sacred Truth, 
and that every Man is ſo far interefted in them, 
that his Enjoyment and Loſs of Eternal Happi- 

neſs depends on his own Faith; let them leave 
every Man in his Native Right to Reaſon on 
what concerns him ſo much, and bring nothing 
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but fair, that if I muſt venture my Life in any 
Cauſe, I have the ke” N taking my own 


0628 Y. 
Fear of the niceſt 1 of Reaſon, to confine 


Engliſhmen to bear. If theſe Gentlemen, with 
the Hearhens, think this Method for their Turn, 


againſt us but what Reaſon affords them. For *tis 
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OW liel Support can the Though tsof 
Annihilation give us, when the & laomy! 

Hour approaches, in which we are to 
joſe Sight of Sun and Stars, N all the viſible 
Beauties of Nature Ho ſhocking to a 
departing Soul, unenlighten'd by Chriftianityy 


maſt - be the Recollection of thoſe once admir'd 


Lines of Seneca, the Tragedian, in his Tenn 
ARTE: 2 5 — USM 119; Ji; bis 73 14855 1111 T' 
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* Se Plmoblet, intitled, A Moral Proof of the Certainty 
of a Future State. (Printed Ver Innys.) | 


Tay 


Pap — 4151 ef, 790 Mors „n, 
Vielocis Spatii meta nouiſmm. 
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Spem ponent avidi, ſolliciti metum. ' | 
 fyaris, quo jaceas pelt obitum loco ew 1) 26 
Quo non nuata jacent. e 
Tempus nas avidum de vorat & a 
Mors individua eſt noxia en nl 


Aer parcens Anime. we] ö 


bes Death's nothing \Death iefelE is Wegbe bY 

Th extremeff Bound of a ſhort Race of Thought. 

Loet Slaves and Fools their Fears and Hopes give o 1 

Sollicit and delude themſelves no more. 
Would you know where you ſhall be after Death 2 

There where you were before you ſucked in Read 

The Dead and the Unborn are juſt the ſame, 

The Dead returning whence. the Living came. 

Time takes us #hole, throws All into the Grave; 

Hh res wy no more the Soul _ _ faye. 

1 2 f "IF 
What a Damp is ſuch a Redbecton to erery 
Thing that is truly Great and Noble! What a 
Degradation of the Dippity of Human Nature! 
For if we believe, that, after a ſbart Turn en t 
Stage of this World, we are to fink in Ol vis 
and to loſe our Conſciouſneſs for ever, what is 
remaining to compenſate the Calamities of* Life? 
Or who would not with rather uy be Bea than 
Man? 3) ve eien ee eee 

No Subject (and Some dend & be of eg | 

Impolrance): has more entangled and ruffled the 
Thoughts of the wiſeſt Men, than this con 
ing our Future State; it has been controverted in 
all Ages by Men of the greateſt Learning and 
ane NE uf an Nes that Seneca, the 
; 207 | 8 OB! F, ans ** 4 : ane reren. 


* 
$ 7 F#& ; _—_ ho Y 
1 2 f 1 1 1 O \? 43 18 5 & & : 4 v7 is, 15 SY? 14 5 2 4 


'% 


(#8 3 
Tragedian, has not wanted Advocates for the 
Aſſertion of his je roared nay, even ſuch, wo 
Would pretend 10-: juſtify it, om of the very 

_ Scriptures themſelves: Ex. gr. as when Solomon 

fays, (Ecclel. vii. 12.) Ibn bed the Daft return 

to Duft as it was, and the Spirit to God gave 
it. — And / Eci iii. 20, 21.) when he de- 
clares, Al} go io the ſame Piure; all ore of 
Daf, and all __ to Duft again, Why Towel hb 
the Spiritof Man that goeth ar and the Spirit 
of the Benft that got ub downward ro the Earth ? 
{Evcleſe hi. 19.) when he tells us,. 
hat which befallerh the Sons of Men befalleth Bega, 
even one thing befalleth them both : Ar t be one dieth, 
J darth the other; yea; they have all une Breath; ſo 
abut a Man hath no Pre-eminence above a Beaftions 
Likewiſe to ſuch who are Gdeſirous to know what 


| . . their Friends are in the other World, or (to ſpeak 


= 


more properly) their dead Friends know; Solomon 
anſwers their inconfiderate Lrinam Ercleſ. . 57 
with theſe Words: IThe Living know they 2 
me, ber the Dead knw nor any rbhmg.NMore- 
over, others, for the Purpoſe, cite that Pafſage of 
Erte Xx. 38. Where it is ſaid, Ne is nt 
Cod of tbe Deal, bat of the Liuing. All which 
Texts (through the Weakneſs of of Undertandie 
have by fome Men been miſappli 
wih the Anima Mundi of Py: agorus, which has 
been ſince in great meaſure revived |by.Hoerroes 
and Avuicenna, c altho in one Point they differid 
among chamfalves: For, chat Averroes believed, 
after our Souls rerurn'd and mix d with - 
che common Soul. af the World; whereas 
Avicema thought it a diſtinẽt Portion of the 
Anima Mundi, which after dur Deachs remain'd 
anne and 9 till ir met with. ſome other 


Body | 


— 
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Body ; eapabls of receiving it; 207 + al being 
> deached cherewich, it operated ad modum Recißi- 
_ entis, Monfieur Bernier likewiſe gives us, agree- 
1 able to Averroes, an Account of much ths fame 

Opinion held at this Time by ſome of the Iadians 
of Indofian, whoſe Faith he illuftrates after this 
1 5 Manner: They believe (ſays he) the Soul 
* in a Man's to be like a Bottle fill'd with 
Sea - Water, which being cloſe ftopp'd and caft 
into the Sea, tides it up and down, til by ſome 
Accident or other the unfaithful Cork, or 
4 decripit Bottle, becomes diſorder'd, fo as the 7 
© Water eyacyates and diſgorges itſelf zgain into 
the commen Ocean, from whence it was at fi 
taken. Which agrees very well with what 
(as Philaßratus tells us; lib. 8. Chap. 13.) Apollinius 
aſter his Death revealed to a Young Man concern- 
ing che Immortality of the Soul, in — Words, 
8g Tenderey' from: Greet: ” th * * 15 


7 at 1 pt. 


+. Bf Anima en & Arrest, 
* tua res, verum que providet omnig Diba; 
E velut ger eguui, corrapro corpore, Finclis - 
"Bop lit, & tenui miſcetur flamine Cæli: 8 
46 Cui grave. e e e intoferabile e. 4 


* 


on 
* 
. * 


(err 771 Birte 1 


5 Anker In Eau kus: . 1 


> 
? 


"wg 2 46h 4s 8 ond. will remain eee, 
title, belonging to Providence, and not to thee.— 
Sbe, like 2 fiery Horfe broke looſe, takes her Flight . 
out tbe Cor caſe, ant unites herſelf - with. the pure "4 
Body of tbe Air, weary of ker former 8. wery, ant. 
| robes f Wine grade is n (g/@ppertab/ce. 
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(20) 
But * among the Heat bens, who ſpake ent 


and fulleſt of this Matter was Pliny.in his Natural 
Hifory, lib. 7. ch. 4. where he writes to this 


5 oh 
0 After the Interment of our Bodies, 1 is 
* great Diverſity of Opinions concerning the | 
© © future State of our wandering Souls or Ghoſts; = 
Tos but the moſt general is this, That in what Con- 
dition they were before they were born Men, 
© in the ſame they ſhall. remain when, dead; 
© foraſmuch as neither Body nor Soul hath any 
AI more Senſe after our Dying-Day, than they 
| © had before the Day of our Nativity. However, 
| © ſuch is the Folly and Vanity of Men, that it 
' © extendeth even to future Ages; nay, and in the 
very Time of Death even flattereth itſelf with 
1 ; fine Imaginations and Dreams of I know not 
C after this Life. For ſome crown the ul 
w © yith Immortality, others pretend a Trans 
ration theredf; and others ſuppoſe that t 
© Ghoſts ſequeſtered from the Body have Senſe 
© whereupon \ WF. render them Honour and 
© Worſhip, making a God of him that is not io 
„ much as a Man: As if the Manner of Mens 
© Breathing differ d from that of other Living 
4 Creatures; or as if there were not to be found 
© in the World many more Things chat live much 
© longer than Man, and yet no Man judgeth in 
them the like Immortality. But ſhew me, if 
1 91 can, what is the Subſtance and Body of the 
ul (as it were) by itſelf: What e Kung of 
Matter 1s it apart 3 the Body ? Where lyeth 
e Cogitation that ſhe hath? How is her 
Seeing? How is her Hearing perform'd ? What 
© roucheth ſhe? Nay, what one Thing doth ſhe 7 5 
5 © How 1 15 the a Or if there be none of 


all 
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call this in her, what Good can bes be ds ali 
the ſame? Again, I would fain know where 

£ ſhe reſides after her Departure from the Body? 
And what an infinite Multitude of Souls, like 
Shadows, would there be in ſo many Ages as 
well paſt as to come? Now, ſurely, theſe are 
but fantaſtical, fooliſh and childiſh Toys, de- 
© 'viſed by Men that would fain live always; 5 the 
© like Foolery is there in preſerving the Bodies. 
© Nor was the Vanity of Democritus leſs, who 
_ © promiſed a Reſurrection of the Body, and yer 

e Fimlelf could never rife again. But what a 
_ © Folly of Follies is it, to think that Death ſhould 
be the Way to a ſecond Life? What Repoſe, 
* what Reſt could ever the Sons of Men have, if 
© their Souls did remain in Heaven above with 
* Senſe, whilft their Shadows tarry d beneath 
© among the Infernal Spirits? Certainly theſe 
_ © ſweet Inducements and pleafi 5 this 

4 fooliſh Credulity and Eafineſs of Beliet, de- 
© ſtroyeth the Benefit of the beſt Gift of Nature, 
Death. It likewiſe doubleth the Pains of. a 
Man that is to die, if he does bu: confider what 
©. is to become of him hereafter; how much more 
. «eaſy and greater Security were it for each 
| © Man to ground his Reaſons and Reſolutions 
upon an Aſſurance, that he ſhould be in no 
« worſe a Condition than he was before he was 
© born?? Now theſe are the chief Opinions of 
the Moralifis among the ancient Hearhens. 

In Anſwer to which, ſome of our Moderns 
argue, That if the Soul be not immortal, the 
whole Univerſe would at this Time be deceived, 
ſince all our Laws do now ſuppoſe it ſo. But te 
this it has been reply'd, That if the Whole be 
N but the 1 go muſt be * y'd) then, 


fince 


Ferdeity of Nature, are moyed wich none of 


C a 
Gnce there is no Man who is not deceived, as 
Plato faith, it is fo far from an Offence, that it is 
abiolutely neceſſary to grant, either that the whole 
World is deceiy'd, or at leaſt the greater Part of 
it; for ſuppoſing that there be but three Laws, 


75 that of Moſes, that of Chrif, and that of 


Mahomet, either all are falſe, and fo the whole 


World is deceiv d; or only two of them, and fo 
the grogeer Part is deceived, But we muſt know, 


as Plato and Arifſotle well obſerve, That a Poli- 


tician js a Phyfician of Minds, and that his Aim 


is, rather tô make Men good, than knowing; 
wher efore, According. to the Divyerfity of Men, 


be nut render himſelf agreeable to the ems 
of Humours, for the Attainment of his End, 


Now there are ſome Men ſo ingenuous and good- 
natur'd, that they are induc'd to Virtue by. the- 


meer Excellency thereof, and withdraw them- 


ſelves from Vice, purely for the Sake of its own 
Deformity; and theſe are Men the beft diſpoſed, 


tho rarely to be met with, Others, who are 


worke inclined, notwithſtanding the Beauty of 


Virxtue, and Turpitude of Vice, do ſtill practice 


yirtuous Things, and refrain from thoſe that are 
vicious, meerly out of Rewards, Praiſes, Ho- 


nours, Punifhments and Diſpraiſes; whom we 


may enroll in the ſecond Rank. Again, others, 
for Hope of ſome Good, as well as for Fear of 


. Corporal Puniſhment, are made virtuous; where- 
fore Politicians, that they may attain ſuch Virtue, 
* allure them with the __ of Riches, Dignity 
and Command; at the 1 


AS 2 lame Time, to prevent 
their committing Vice, they terrify them with 


fome Pyniſhment either in Purſe, Honour of 


Ye But others, out of a Savageneſs and 


* 


theſe 


theſe Things a daily. Experience 


" ſhewethsg- 


* 


wherefore for ſuch, they have propoſed to the 


Virtuous, Rewards in another Lite; and to the 
Vicious, Puniſhments, which do moſt of all 
terrify : Since the greater Part of Men, if they 
do Good, do it rather out of Fear of eternal 
Loſs, than Hope of eternal Gain, foraſmuch as 
we have a more ſenſible Idea of Suffering and 


Loſſes, than of Elyzium, and the good. Entertain- 


ment there. Now. becauſe this laſt Expedient 
may be profitable to all Men of what Condition 
ſoever, Lawglvers confidering the Proneneſs of 


lick Good, eſtabliſn'd the Immortality of the Soul, 


: 2 at firſt, not fo much out of a Regard to 
Truth as to Honeſty, hoping thereby to induce. 
Men to Virtue, Nor are Politicians to be ſo. 
much blamed herein, more than Phyſicians, who 
many times, for the Benefit of their Patients, are 
compell'd to feign and pretend divers Things; 


fince, in like manner, Politicians deviſe Fables, - 


only to regulate the People; notwithſtanding, in 


theſe Fables, as Averroes faith, C Prolog. in 3. Phyſ. ) * 


there is properly neither Truth nor Falſhood. 


Thus Nurſes bring their Children to-thoſe Things 


which they know are good for them, after the 


like manner; whereas it the Man or the Child 


were either ſound in Body or Mind, neither 
would the Phyfician or the Nurſe ſtand in need of 
ſüuch Contrivances. Likewiſe, if all Men were 

in that firſt Rank above mention'd, thoꝰ we ſhould 


A admit the Mortality of the Soul, they would yet 
(perhaps) be wirtuous and honeſt; but ſuch: are 
ary to 
uſe other Expedients; neither is there any Ab- 
Nature is 
immerſt 


rare to be found, and therefore it is 
ſurdity therein, ſino almoſt all Human 


8 
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V =o dhe 
immerſt in Matter, and partaketh bu tlittle of the 
Intellect; -whence Man is more diſtant from 
Intelligences, than à fick Man from him that is 
found, or a Fool from a Wiſe Man; fo that it is 
no Wonder if a Politician makes uſe of ſuch 
Ways and Means for the publick Eſtabliſhment of 
good Manners. - And therefore, beſides the Au- 
thority of the Holy Scriptures, as alſo the innu- 
merable other Arguments which may be deduc'd as 
well from Philoſophy as Reaſon, to prove the 
Immortality of the Soul, together with its Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, (tho I determine not 
their Duration) yet there is no Argument of 
greater Weight with me, than rhe 7 e Neceſ- 
ſity and Convenience that it ſhould be ſo, as well ta 
' compleat the Juſtice of Gad, as to perfe the Hap- 
pinefs of Man, not only in this World, but in that 
which is to came. And for this very Reaſon, 
when I hear Seneca the Philoſopher, and others, 
preaching up the Doctrine of the Soul's Immor- 
_rality, with a COPD OR Ie Fob rn 


Quid mihi Cure erit Transfupa ? © 


tackr to the End of it, nothing under Heaven to 
me ſeems more unaccountable or contradictory. 
For, as to ſuppoſe a hum-drum Deity chewing 
his own Nature, a droning God fit nugging of 
himſelf, and hoarding up his Providence from his 
Creatures, is an Atheiſm no leſs irrational, than to 
deny the very Eſſence of a Divine Being; ſo, in 
my Opinion, to believe. an Immortality of the 
Soul without its due Rewards and Pumiſhments, is 
| ahogether as irrational and uſeleſs as to believe 
the Soul itſelf to be mortal; by ſuch a Faith we 
rob the Soul of its beſt Title to Immortality: * 


* 


2 Ces 
what need is there of an Executor where there 
are no Debts to pay, nor any Eſtate to inherit? 


But Pomponatius, and eſpecially Cardan in his 
Tbeonaſſon, will furniſn the Reader with great 
Variety upon this Subject, if he has Curioſity or 
Leiſure to peruſe their Works. But as Time is 
fo precious a Jewel, I ſhould think it might be 
much better employ'd in diligently examining Mr. 
- LocF's Comment on St. Pauls Epiſtles (particularly 
the 8 of Cor. 1.) whoſe inſpired Sentiments 
of a Future State confirm us in its Certainty, and 
warm us into an eager Longing after Immortality, (a) 
* where, in a pure harmonious, happy Society, 
« oyer which GOD himfelf is pleas'd graciou/ly to 
ec prefide, all uneaſy Doubts, all inward Darkneſs : 
and Terror, all the dreadful Effects of Envy, 
« Revenge, and ſenſual Extravagance, together 
ce with Cenſoriouſneſs and unfriendly Jealoufics, © 
« with the Oppreſſion of Tyrants and cruel Rage 
„ of relentleſs Perſecutors, muſt be for ever 
«© -baniſh'd,”. 5 FC Ws 
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42 (a) See Mr. Foler's admirable Sermon, preached at the : 
Funeral of the Rev. and Learned Mr. Thomas Emiyn, dig. 16, 
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recent ingeritur per Renovationen continuam, 
1 eve Hamma, ſed velociore tranſitu, quia Res ef 
ſpiritualior. Nos quotidie futti fumus ex tis gu, 
. tranſeunt in nos? Morimur & rina 425 guotidie, 


egi idem hodie & beri N perſonam quam 
rranſeuntem aun ſentimys, andem Perera iſe 
W. i, CUnts.. : . 


ula. f rerum tranſi tie in vt: e per Dian 

Amon 3. omne Alimentum reſpectu alimentandi ef 

onfemile & debilius + Alimentantis Corpus ſuccreſcit 

* in Corpus; Spiritus in Spiritum. Nun tamen 
tis utritſque fit nobis ad Proportionem Cibi 

otus, aut deris niſi a nobis bene ſuperantur; | 

— a etenim non alunt ingeſta, ſed opprimunt ſi 

 fartiara ſunt, corrumpunt ſi diſſimilia, tdque plus 

r pro gradu in utroque: Adcogue quo melius 

rel procedat multa Heri oportet; primnm prudens 

eleflio & moderatio eorum, que ingeranda ſunt; & 

.. deinceps debita preparatio per artem, ut nobis 


©" ni liora & debiliora fiant; ex parte Noftri præcipuum 
wy”; exercitium frequens fed 0 20 10 naturalis _ 


"":\Creditile.af Homines prout in iis. pallet. „te, 


+ corpuſye, alios melius in Je convertere 1 


hi itum, alios corpus: Ideogue inter gulones & 


Potores nonnulli minus fupidi redduntur quam ali, 


nonnulli minus morbeſo & opp! leto corpore evadunt 
Juan 


CREE woe aaa two — —— — —ęñͤ ERA 


ER 
quam ali; plerungue tamen ingenio plus abe 
exceſſus in potu, quam in cibo; quia porus ſpirituoſior 


elt, corpus vero magis opprimitur eſculentis quoniam Nj 
| | | e 1 


ed ut magis corporea plus gruuunt. 
Anima ſapiens Lumen ſiccum; corpus ſanum 
temperies ſicca & pervia; ideogue fictare ſed. 
deohſruere convenit : Idque fit vitti exertitio & dere 
idoneis ſed parum ſagatiter pleraque ſolum ut calida, _ 
frigida, humidu vel frcca notamus; inillis qualitatibus 
non off rerum energiaz longe droinus magiſque 
intrinſecum quiddam eff in rebus, quo rei cardo 
vertitur quodgue ſolum experientia & eſfectu agnoſci- 
tur; eſ Deus in rebus, eſgue omnia, & omnia agit; 
illius nam ue infiniti corpus eff omne & ſpiritus; ex 
ebrum Unione oritur creatura, que etiam diſperditur 
diſſolutione iſtius Unionis; cum autem omnia perpetuo 
ſunt in notu de und conjeftura in aliam, Mundi 
autem corpus & Spiritus eterna ſed novas continuo 
conjundturas ineunt; ideoque nos creaturæ ſumus 
eterni Dei "apparationes momentanee quas tantum 


terris oſtendunt fata, nec ultra eſe ſinunt, velurs 


effigies in Auleis. | | | 
Dei opus ſumus nos, . parentibus inſtrumentis; 


actioneſſue noſtræ Dei ſunt opera infirumentis nobis, 


fed per electionem noftram agentibus ; iffa vero electio 
Per aptas conjunfturas & Ideas adeo immiſſas invi- 
tatur & regitur. VVT 
Per Condenſationem & Rarefaionem partes 
Mundi corporee fiunt Spiritus, & ſpirituales fiunt: 
corpora; ſicque &terne retro aguntur uomniæ: Lumen 
Jovi, tenebræ Plutoni; Lumen Plutoni, renebre 
Jovi; at Hippocrates habet, cum Microcoſmus 
4 Mundo trabit, vivit Microcoſmus; cum Mundus 
4 Microcoſmo-trahit, deficit Microcaſinus. 
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e d be Heap af. Lbenghe Sb cee 

wehed Heap 0 
the Seals, actin . 5 it were in a State of Matrie 
mony with the ody, ma Ae incite others 
to conſider this curious Sul ject i in a diferent View. 
Theſe. are only ſuch twilight oo | 
Hyman Reaſon (whereof we yo ſo varnly : 
INUM ALIQU 1 
(as that admirable Phyſician Ne terms 4 þ 
15 that which does all things; q but our Capacity not 
being able to diſcern it, makes us faſten. either 
upon elementary Qualities, as Hipocrates and Galen 
do, or 75 n Geometrical Proportions, as the modern 
French Philoſopher. Deſcartes doth; fo that all 
biloſophy, excepting, Scepriciſm; is little more 
an Dotage; which granted, the Neceſſity of a 
Divine Revelation is manifeſt. Tis a terrible 
Coſi deration. to be a Sceptic in fo gſential a Point 
as the Fundamentals f Religion and the — 
EN of the Saul; therefore the Divine Being has 
ſufficient by * inftruCted us in OY ves. « a three 
us of the other. 


a * This every dio Cr nl cle: wh ill hone 
the Pains of {udying the Scriptures carefully,” and 2 
accurately into their Credibility, * Tis want of 1 5 
cation, and not the Inſalficienqy of the Gofpel Evidence, which. 


is the Occaſion of ſo many Unbelievers.-----Let every Man ſet 
down ix Mriting all his Objections againſt Chriſtianity, not talk 


at randem, and I will warrant him, ona ſerious Requeſt, ſeveral 
eminent Men will be found ready and capable; nay, rejoice in an 
Opportunity to reſolve his Scraples, and clear up all his Difi- 

culties. I never perceiv d a Learn'd and Good Man unwilling to 


enter into a Religious Debate, when he had Reaſon to be aſſur'd 


*twas for the Sake of Informatian, or {ome other laudable 


Read Hirton's unanſwerable Treatiſe on the Refureclion - 
Lonwth's Directions for the profitable Reading the Holy Scriptures z 


— for a IO and ee th View of the Chriſtian 


Religion 
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Religion (tho' I am not fond of Ses of Theology) 1 would 


7 Limborchi Theologia Chriſtiana (the be and moſt 


_compleat Body of Divinity ever — publiſhed)  tranflated by the 
By 7 f. William ones, in 2 Vols. 8vo., This Book ought to - 


well read, digeſted into Ab/tra&s, and frequently reviewed, 
or tall d over by two Companions in the Study, and then it will 
give a'Man ati entire View of this Subject, more /arisfafory 
than even that celebrated and excellent Work of Dr. Scor's, 8. 
called his  Chriftian Life, fince that Book ts wnhappily left 
imperfect, by the never enough to be lamented Death of that 
eminent Divine, a Man of a ſuperlative Genius, which ſtrongly 
appears in all his Writings, but in nothing more g/orroufly than 


in that great and importaxt Diſtinction (which runs thro this 


: invaluable. Book) of the MEANS and of the END ag 


8 | | 
o confirm'd Deifts 1 woola * recommend a N 


Pamphlet, called, The Principles of Deiſin ſet in a car Light, 
by Bp. Gaftre/}, printed for lmys----and' à liitle Treatiſe” by 
p. Burnet, entitled, Some Paſſages of the Life and Death 

Lord Rocheſter (Price 25.): which, as it has paſſed thro? 
Editions, I make no doubt but many have been converted | 
to 4 rational Faith, and entirely reclaim'd from 
Debaucheries.-----After a diligent Peruſal of THESE, if — 
po any Objections ADS * Chrifian Religion ill remain- 
, Fam ſure they may be ul ly anſwer'd (unleſs'the Objectors 
= Re hee againſt all Conviction) by Dr. N:cho//;*s Conference 
with a Def + 2 Vols. 8vo. or by thoſe inconceivably uſeful and 
abſolutely neceſſary Performances in theſe downward Days, 
eall'd, || Jentias's Reaſonableneſs and OO of the Chriſtian 


Belgian, 2 Vols. 8g and Dr. Rymer's Ne e ſentation of 


Reveal A Religion, a Character of which may be ſeen in n the 
Honey ere for N 1 745: | 
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Natural Religion, 


AS OPPOSED To 


'Divine Revelation. 


FW, nuten 125 that C elebrated P OE T, 
JOHN DRYDEN, By 


Printed in the Year 1746. 
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Natural: Religion. 


ATURAL RELIGION - 8 the 
N Belief we have of an Eternal Intellectual 

Being, and of the Duty which we owe 
him, manifeſted to us by our Reaſon, without 
Revelation or pofitive Law: The chief Heads 


whereof ſeem contain'd 1 in theſe few Particulars. 


1. That alas is one Infrite Erernal God, cue 5 
& all Things. . 
2. That he governs the Werld by Proviidewes. - = 
3. That tis our Duty to worſhip and obey him os 
bur Creator and Governor. ; 
4. That our Morſbip conſiſts ROO zo hin, and 
Praiſe of bim. 
55 That aur Obedienee conſiſts in * Rates of - 
Right Reaſon, the Practice whereof i is Morat | 
Vittue. R 
6. That we are to expe? Rewards and Poniſi 
ments hereafter, according to our Actions in 
this Life; which: includes the SouP's Inmor- 
tality, and is proved. by our ne- 
| Providencee =Þ | 


FF 8 8 | 7. That 


£3: 
That when we err from the Rules of our Duty, 
e ought to repent,” and . in God's Mercy 
* Pardon. . Cs 


That Rule which iber F 1 to our Ame 
io ineſs, __ to be generally made mon to 
5 

But no Rule of Revealed Religion ever was, or 
ever could be made known to all Men. 
Iherefore no Revealed Religion is . to 
future Happineſs. . 
The Major is thus pid: 

Our Future Happineſs depends upon our obey- 
Ing, Or otras, A to Low the e Will of 


A 


* : 41 


But that Rule which is not generally known, 
- cannot be generally obey d. 
Therefore that Rule which is not generally 
known, cannot be the Rule of our Happineſs. 
No the Minor of the firft Syllogiſm is matter 
of Fact, and uncontrovertible, that no Religion 
ſupernatufal has been conveyed to all the World; 
witneſs the large Continent of America, not dif. 
cover'd till within theſe two hundred Tears; ' 
Where if there were any Revealed an 
| leaſt i it was not the Chriftan, 
And if it be objected to the whole, That the 
Ways of God's Dealing with the Heathen as to 
Eternal Mercy, are unknown to any, and that 
he will judge them by the Law of Nature, or 
(in other 3 the Rules of Natural Religion 
Or Rforality; we urge again, that either thoſe 
Laws of N n. Religion are ſufficient, ' if kept, 
to Happineſs; or they who could know no more, 
are out of a Poſſibility of a future State of 


Bleſſ-dnels; becauſe ep. could not comply with 
43 | a Laws 


* 
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Ws 
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Ja 8 . know n ot: And in ſayi this, the 
50 "i aite Goodneſs, ST. xl 
all I: Creatures the means of attain ing that” 
Happineſs whereof their Natures are capable. 
Again, if they urge, that Natural Religion is 
t, but not pollible to be lived up to, the 


l de Aker falls more heavy upon them; That 


then there is no 5 55 means left for the greater 
part of Mankind to be happy: And to do our 
duty according to what we are able, is but a cold 
comfort, if we have no Aſſurance or Hope at 
leaſt in the means we have laid before us. 
Nov if they infer, that therefore a Revealed 
| Religion is neceſſary, becauſe the Natural will not 
ſuffice, is to beg the Queſtion, and to begin again 
the Diſpute; For we hold that a Natural Religion 
will ſutfice for our Happineſs, becauſe it is the 
only general means propoted: - And tho” weaffirm 
vor that we can wholly. live up to it: Yet that a 
general expiation is diſcovered in the Natural 
Me viz. Penitence, and Reſolution of Amend- | 
ment that we. acknowledge. 
Sir Charles li olſy tells us what is moſt true, that 
Mankind in all Ages has applyed to God, as guilty 
and Offenders; that all have agreed an Expation 
was neceſſary, but look d up to him for the Reve- 


lation of it: Wherefore they uſed ſeveral Sacri- 
ces and Luſtrations, which they had, or thought 


e had revealed. 

This I think ſo wenka an Argument 1 4 revealed 
Religion, that it ſerves rather to deſtroy it, 
0 ae har e WES have Nee an 


eds 


. i | 
the force of the firſt Argument holds good, 
namely, that it is not poſſible for the Nen 
of Mankind to be happy hereafter, where the 
Means of compaſſing it was not known to them, 
——— hut, 2dly, theſe ſeveral Expiations were 
indeed all but Symbolical, and referred to our 
Sorrow and Repentance; That it is the true and 
only Expiation of Sin, and is ſo agreed upon by. 
all Men in all Ages, and of all Religions, where- 

fore take it for an undoubted Truth: And this not 
revealed, but innate, and a Part of Natural Reli 


U 9255 
The ſame may be ſaid of the Doctrinal Part of 
it: Thus are the Things generally known and 
believed; but all end in the Practice of Vertue, 
and Reverence of the Deity. 555 5 
Now all reveabd Religions are different from 
each other; and you cannot prove any one of 


them to be truer than the reſt, beforè you can 


proye that one of them muſt be true; and if once 
known true, mankind would all agree in it; 
other wiſe thoſe marks of Truth in it were not 
Allen which are neceſſary to draw an pniyerſal 
For Rewards and Puniſhments hereafter, the 
Notion of them has not been univerſally receiv'd; 
for the Heathens diſagreed in the Poctrine of the 
Immortality of the Soul: But grant that they 
ſeem reaſonable, becauſe they are deduced from 
the Doctrine of Providence, which the moſt 

Rational of the Heathens held: Forif God governs 
all Things, he is juſt, becauſe it is a Part of Infinite 
Perfection; and if fo, he either rewards here, or 
| hereafter; but not always here, therefore here- 
after, Yet if they who hold Revelation, will 


grant that they are Parts of Natural and unreveal'd 


Religion, 


$3 
Religion, becauſe the wiſeſt Men bers facades 
Bold them amongſt the Hearben, and now do in 


all Opinions; then it follows, that by living up to 


| the Dictates of Reaſon and Penitence, when we 


fail in ſo doing, Men may be happy in a Future 
State, without any help of e ONS 
a war ien for. . 


The great Objections agaluſt hs vaude of 


. : 


Natural to Eternal anne, Wr to 


be theſe, 


1. That this Doctrine was never 3 held 


in any Age; and therefore ſeems not to carry thar 


light of Moral certainty in it, which we hold 


neceſſary to eftabliſh the Truth of a Religion: 
For we * that Religion is only true, which is or 


may be reaſonable, and convincing to all Meng 
now if it be not e held, it appears not 3 


convincing. 
This Objection has not really the Wei ght 1 Init, 


which it ſeems to carry at firftfight; Forꝰ tis — 3 


that many Men of all Religions at this Day, have 


cCenter'd in the Opinion of Natural Religion, and 


its ſufficiency of Happineſs. The Heathen Philo- 


ſophers and Poets (who were the firſt Priefts) did 


at the bottom acknowledge Virtue to be the 
Guide of all our Actions; and all their Mifteries 


referred to a good Life, and to Repentance. At 
this Day the Learned in all Religions hold the 
ſame: This they agree in; in the outward Cere- 
monies of every Religion they are every Man 


content to Conform to thoſe of their own Country, 


Which is an Argument for us, that Whatever 
new 1 * ſprung: UP, yet- they have all 


retain 5 
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retain d chis Part chereof, via. that they have 102 
amongft themſelves. Eran Wit wort 
Tis: confeſt that whole Nations have never 
follow'd our Opinion: But how many of a Nation 
ever conſider to the Bottom of any Religion! that 
which is eftabliſh'd draws the Vulgar, who 
enquires not beyond it. And, beſides, our 
8 is ſo Charitable, that we do not exclude 
Diſſenters from Eternal Happineſs: God may 
55 pleag'd with different Worſhips, becauſe we 


| ſay that all Worſhips are included in Prayer, 


Praiſe, exerciſe of Vertue and Penitence, when 
We have done amiſs: So that the Foundation being 
the fame, we labour not in the Superſtructures, 
which are only the Modes and GR os of 


ns ma ö 


2. The: next : Objection 8 the Sufficiency: af 
Natural Religion 0 Happineſs eternal, is only a 
bare Affirmation of our Adyerſaries, That Natu- 
ral Religion is but an imperfect Light, which 5 
gives us ſo far, as that by 1 improving anthem 


arrive at a Supernatural Knowledge.  fuppoſe 
I were going to Hhitehal from Oo ent- Ts 


Church, and can then fee only to the End of the 
Strand before me, but re thither, am directed 


| further. 


But 1 wholly dew any Natural Licht can lead 
me to a Supernatural; there is no proportion 
betwixt thoſe two ex reams: There is a Gulpn 
betwixt, a U S X ιτεε And *tis not o e | 
Paſſage as from Covent-Garden to Whitehall, 
rather from Covent-Garden to ſome e be r. 


the Cælum Empyræum, and wholly ou the 


Boundaries of,. Nature. Alſo to. prove cha God 


can reveal to me what is farther ] ſeceſlar y. N 
8 „ | have 


Cn) 
4 have us d my beſt N atural Sade eng is ooly 
to prove that God is Omnipotent and Jufinite; bur 
proves not that tis nece ary he ſhould or will do. 
it: For à poſſe ad eſſe non valet Conſequentia. 1 
have already \ endeavoured to prove that 1t is not 
_ neceflary he ſhould reveal more; and therefore 
till has point be (derermin'd erben * 9 
| ae ae: EARS my Belief. £38 | 


WY Anocher ObjeQion may bed . That hen 
is no foundation in Natural Religion for a vertuous 
Life; or at leaſt not ſo great as in a Revealed 
Religion, where Rewards and Puniſhments are 
de ene. So that a meer Moral Man upon bare 
ertue, will be er 92 when he as Vertue, 
not rewarded here. 
A ſecond Objection i is, Thatthere4 is 2 difercines. . 
betwixt our condition, and that of the Heathens -* . 
For if they liv'd up to the Heighth of Vertue - 
and known Reaſon, they might (ſay ſome chari- 
table Chrj#ians). be happy -in a future Condition: 
We cannot, becauſe a revealed Religion has been 
diſcovered to us, more then to them, tho. we 
believe it not: Therefore we ought in our.own : 
defence to embrace it, becauſe that by the Princi- 
ples of a Natural Religion we grant, that thoſe of 
a Revealed may be faved : Bur they of the Re- 
veaPd deny that ee to us. Ho CELLS 
Arten 8 Re: 


\Tothefirſt Objection u we nfs: That Ra 

| and Puniſhments are acknowledg'd in Natural 
Religion, and e are to expect them in a future Life 
anſwerable to our Actions here; and according to 
the Juſtice and Mercy of the great Creator: And 


till you prove they are inconfiſtent with the 
| Iz Des 5 


* 
o * 
7 * 
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. Doftrine of Natural Religion, we need aoſwer no 
further to your Argument. 

Jo the ſecond Obj 3 It ſuppoſes like the 
other; firſt, .a Supernatural Religion, which is to 
2 And if the Heathens living up to the 
beight of Natural Religion, might be eternally 
happy, I ſee no reaſon but why we may be fo too; 
for if our 1 — pineſs depends upon our Belief, we 
cannot firmly believe ll our Reaſon be convinced 
_ of a — — Religion: And if the Reaſons 
of it were evident, chere could be no longer any 
Contention about Religion: All Men would 
etnbrace the ſame, and acquieſce in it; no prejudice 
would prevail againſt the certainty of a Future 
good. Tis every Man's greateſt Buſineſs here to 
Labour for his Happineſs, and conſequently none 
would be backward to know the Means. 
For the Inference, namely, that tho? a Super- 
| natural Religion be dubious, yet tis the ſafeſt way 
to 3 it. Tifirf Anſwer, That I cann 
embrace what comes not within the compaſs of 


my knowledge: And if I cannot believe, tis a 


120 the Eyidence is not ftrong enoughto make ms. 
A0 Arguments there are, which Sir Ch. Wolſey 
calls Demegiravions to prove it Reveard Reli- | 
gion 
The firſt i is, The Notion of Lin, or ena From 


good in ull Men; a repugnant Principal to Vertue; * 


a Lapſe from our firft Eftate, wherein God, who is 
all good, muft needs create ns, and which 7557 World 
bas generally acknowledged by Laftrations and Sacri- 


Aces to appeaſe the Deity : This he ſays, we can 


tnow by no oi ber Light but Revelation, &c. 
Secondly, The approaches to God, and profitiations 
mat be immediately and ſupernatural di * 5 
bow he will be appeas'd. | 


_ .. To thefirft, LAnſwer This generally acknow- "OD 


| ledg'd Lapſe of Nature that it came may bediſ- 
cover'd by Nature, viz.. by Natural Reaſon; how 


it came, tis reaſonable to conelude without Reves 


lation, namely, by a Deviation from the right 


Rule of Reaſon implanted in us: How he came to 


deviate from this Rule or Lapſe, proceeds from 


the Nature of Goodneſs, originally given us by 5 a 


our Creator; which Reaſon telis to be an Arbitrary 


ſtate of Goodneſs only, therefore not a Neceſſary 


Goodneſs ro which our Natures were conſtrain'd. 


In ſhort, our fall proceeds from our not being able 


to reaſon rightly on every thing we act; and with 


ſuch Beings we were created: For all our Actions 


are deſign d by us to ſome good which may ariſe 


to us; but we do not always diſtinguiſſi rightiy of 
that good: We often miſtake the Bonum apparens 


for the Bonum reale; Decipimur ſpeci Rei The 


Bonum jucundum is preferr'd for want of Right 


Reaſoning to the Bonum honefum ; and the Banum 


vicinum (tho it be the leſs in it ſelf ) often carries 


it before the Bonum renotum which is greater in 


its own Nature. No Man ever held, that we 


could appetere malum qua malum: And therefore 
I will not grant him a Total Lapſe in our Narares 


from God; for we ſee many Born with virtuous 


Inclinations. And though all Men at ſome times 


err, even the beſt in their Actions; it only ſhews, 


that we were not created to a Neceſſitated 
*Tis enough to prove no fatal Lapſe, that man 
are proved through their courſe of their Lives, 


nels. _ 


more prone to do Good than Ill; and that all Men 


do Ill only for want of right Reaſoning, becauſe 
the Will neceffarily follows the laſt Dictate of 
che Haran ET, oo 


8 


. nn IIS nne 


eh 


— Lo the Second; Namely, That the an 


our Offences muſt be ſuper naturally diſcvvered, or 


a ave can come 2 no certain Tus w ee 
>. 1 6 7 


* 3 s which I "WD, often Ra Þ Vie 


Sorrow and a true Repentance ; And Reaſon 


diictates this without Revelation. The World 


indeed has differ'd in their Luſtrations and Sacrifices 
but more have in all Ages agreed, that theſe withss 
out Repentance were nothing, and Repentance 
without them was valid: But that bare Repentance 


is ſufficient Compenſation for an infinite Offence 


- _ agaialt an infinite Being, is what our Adverſaries 
_ meny, and therefore point us to an infinite Sacrifice 
or Propitiation for Sin, namely, Jeſus Chrift. 


| I may firſt Anſwer, That till all who profeſs ; 
rn whether Chriſt be a Propitiation | 


or no, I need not go about a farther Refutation of 


their Argument; for the Socinians will allow him 


only to be ſef up for, an Example, not as Mediator, 
or Sacrifice. But grant that the Offence is com- 


mitted againſt an infinite Being, we are but finite 


Creatures who commit it, and Repentance is what 
we can anſwer; to an Atonement; and therefore 
we may reaſonable aſſert, tis all God will expect 

from us: Faith, even in Chriſt, according to their 
Rules, not being good without it. If I owe a 
Million, and can pay but a Thouſand Pounds, my 
Creditor can have but All; tis true, my Body is 
then ſubject to Impriſonment, that is to the farther 
Extent of the Law; but then that Law is void of 
Nlercy. e e 7 is one of the greateſt Attri- 
| "> Mes of 4 2 I chink that infinite Juſtice 
x cannot 


8 | N & F % 5 A. 


* : 0 5 * 4 
N 3 —5rði.— —— e—ns AR Er er — — — 


9 Thar all the World who have agreed upon the 
Fault, agree upon the Compenſation; namely, 
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298 7: 11 5 | 
cannot be extended on a finite Cel inf _ 
without a Contradiction to infinite Mercy, which + 
is, as twere, God's High-Court of! 8 in the 
Caſe to relieve from the Extremiry A * 1 
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For tho God's Attributes are all des, andcher et | 7 


Juſtice. be infinite as well as his Mercy; yet che 
infinity of his Juſtice is only as inherent; not as 
extentive as his Mercy towards us, we receiving of 
his Juftice but according to the Meaſure of dur 
deſerts, in puniſhment from his Mercy more tha 
we can deſerve: As the ſtricteſt of Chriſtians hold, 
if that his Mercy be farther extended to us ham 
his Juſtice, his Juftice is not infinitely extended im 
puniſhing us; for nothing is infinite which another” 
thing can go beyond. And in this J follow that 
Father of the Church Origen, Who thought that 


by a long Purgation, the greateſt Sins might be — 


waſhed away, and that eee, and Pe 
taught a. 

It has . me, Whether Tſhoul 
| be.convinc'd of my Opinidn, and admit of lupe 
natural Religion, in caſe the Goſpel (i. a . 
natural Religion had been promulgated to all this: 
World? I anſwer'd, I ſhould ; and was contented” 


that. the whole ſtreſs of the Diſpute ſhould be 4 1 


terminated in that one Point. It was reply d,. 


That then if it could be proved that this univerſal ; Fr 


Revelation was unneceſſary > [ ought to MEN 78 
I granted that alſo. 


Twas then urg'd, That this Rerelstion was not 3 


thought neceſſary by Almighty God, becauſe hge 


foreknew that none of thoſe Heathens, or whoſo-. 5 | 


ever elſe would live up to the heighth of their 

natural Reaſon or Religion, and that therefore it 

was hd reaſonable that they ſhould receive. this 
H e, 


* 


* 


„ 


— 
* 


ee Help; * it was contlated 
that they were all damned eternally. & 

I anſwer; This is to dive too 15 into God's 
ers to conclude them all damned in all Ages, 
hom that revealed Light came not. The 
Apoſtle ſays, They hall:be judged by the Law of 
"Nature ; but he fa ays, not, They ſhall be damn'd. 
Neither will. they or can they be cad of them- 
ſelves, unleſs the Means had — offered to them, 
as well as to us. Allo by the ſame Reaſon, all to 
whom this Revelation is come, -ſhall be ſaved; 3 
becauſe it was revealed to none who were not 
worthy of it: For if he foreknew that no one of 
- the Heathens ſhould live up to the worth of this 
new Light, and therefore deny'd it to them all, 
then he who makes no diſtinction of Perſons, 5 
would only have reveal d it to thoſe who ſhould be 
ſaved: But our Adverſaries confeſs that this Light 
z ſreyealed to many as ſhall not be ſaved amon 0 5 
F Ghriſtians, as if it were only to double their A 
| Enna an Opinion which totally robs God of 
| Attribute of Mercy, and Man is left at leaft 
in a very doubting _ Condition, if not on 
deſperate. 5 


